Ethics and occupational therapy practice.
Professional ethics are guiding principles which are intended to orient the individuals within the profession, ensure our clients best interests and to protect the profession itself and its position in the public mind. Professional ethics are the rules we use to make certain that each therapist is operating in a fashion which protects the integrity of our profession and hence the viability of all occupational therapists. Our professional ethics, in addition to our special training and acquired skills, explain our profession to the health care community and those patients whom we serve. Professional ethics are a method by which our membership defines itself and guides its members throughout their career. Professional ethics ensure a place of trust within the Canadian health care system for those who choose to practice occupational therapy.